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The Benefits of the New-Teſta- 


ment. 


H E B. xii. 22, 23; 24. 


« Ye are come unto Mount Sion, and unto the 
city of the living God, the heavenly Jeruſalem, 
and to an innumerable company of angels, to 


the general aſſembly and church of the firſt- born, 
which are written in heaven, and to God the 


Judge of all, and to the ſpirits of juſt men made 
perfect, and to Jeſus the Mediator of the new» 


covenant, and to the blood of ſprinkling that 


ſpeaketh better things than that of Abel, 


EXE HEN the author of this epiſtle had 


AX ſaid much of the law, and the heavy 
&f W MX diſpenfation of Moſes, and ſhewed 
WN how it made nothing perfect, nor was 
N. KT. remiſſion of ſins to be expected under 


that covenant, but all was calculated and impoſed 


on the children of Iſrael for a time, till the 
Saviour ſhould come and eſtabliſn a better teſta- 
ment, and founded upon better promiſes, and had 


not only ſet forth the unprofitableneſs of it, in 
that · it could nos purge the conſcience, nor juſtify 
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our chriſtian race is ended; but whoſo conſiders 
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ſuch as-ſerved under it, but had alſo obſerved. how 


the awful manner in which it was delivered to the 
church in the wilderneſs, was with thunders and 
lightnings, with blackneſs, darkneſs, and a tempeſt, 
alſo with the ſound of a trumpet, ſounding louder 


and louder, and with a voice out of the tempeſt 


and with an earthquake, and a ſtrict charge that 


no ſou] might approach to the mountain, from 


whence it was delivered, and whereon the Lord de- 


- ſcended with twenty thouſand angels, and even if a 


beaſt ſhould touch the mount it muſt be ſtoned, or 


_ thruſt through with a dart, and which ſo affected the 


meek ſervant of God, Moſes, that he quaked ex- 
ceedingly and was-afraid ; he then adds, but ye are 
not come to ſuch a mountain, ye are not called to 
hear the fiery law, nor ſummoned to appear before 
God in fo terrible majeſty, but he ſays, Ye are 


come to the mount Zion, to the city of the living 
_ © God, the heavenly Jeruſalem, &c.“ he ſhews thro 


the whole, what a happy difference there is between 
the two diſpenſations, that the believers in Chrift, 
and ſuch ag hear the goſpel are now brought inte 
the neareſt fellowſhip with the ſaints and family of 
God, and made to be near of kin to the ſpirits of 


juſt men, and have the glorious privileges of being 
. written in heaven, and made free citizens of the 


new. Jeruſalem, and reckoned with the firſt-born 
ſans and daughters of God, together with the en- 
ent of an acquaintance with the Mediator and 


jo 
„ and all this he mentions as the preſent 


benefits of faith, and to which all come on their 


belief in Chriſt. 


All the bleſſings rehearſed in this part of the ſerip- 
ture have by ſome been thought ſuch as pertained to 
the life to come, and poſſeſſed only in heaven when 


the 


1 [3 
the apoſtle's manner of writing, compared with 
other parts of the goſpel, will eafily ſee he ſpeaks 
of things to which now the children of God come, 
and which are the real privileges of every believer, 


and his part of the glorious liberty of the Sons of 


God. 
Few, who lived from the time of Moſes to Chriſt 
enjoyed this grace, or ventured to enter in behind 
the vail, but now the vail is rent, a way is laid open 
into the inner courts, and a highway prepared into 
the holy place, and into the ſanctuary by the blood 
of Jeſus; ſo that now the winter and ſtorms are 
one, and the ſhadows. fled away, and nothing 
1s heard but the voice of the Beloved, inviting fin- 
ners into his houſe, and calling ſouls to come to 
the feaſt of fat things, which he has prepared be- 
fore all people, and to enjoy all the mercies and fa- 
vours purchaſed by his death, which is the common» 
wealth of Iſrael. 5 
Believers are now no more kept at a diſtance from 
God, no longer bound to be all their life-time in 
bondage, through the fear of death, no longer obliged 
to walk in 5 or kept in pain, through the 
thunders and curſes of the law, and the pur- 
ſuing of the avenger of blood, but may ſee their 
intereſt clear in the ſalvation, may approach and 
ſpeak with their Lord as a man ſpeaks with his 
friend, may experience the power of the blood of 
ſprinkling, and each may know he is a child of 
God, and an inheriter of the kingdom of heaven. Ic 
is of this the text treats, and muſt be read in the 
church, as a part of the will and teſtament 'of 
Jeſus, in which is ſpecified the rights of his people, 
and the liberties and freedoms utito which he has 
broke a way for them, by his fleſh and by death 
put his will in force, fo that now all that is mention- 
ed 
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qd in this place, are the common rights of every 
believer in the world, and of which I ſhall treat 
freely, 5 | | 
Ye are come to the mount Sion: now. the mount 
Sion was the ſpot on which the temple ſtood, and 
was the ſhadow of that in the upper world, and 
where the true temple is. To this we who believe 
come and are founded upon this rock, and enter 
the gates of this temple, when we get into the 
wounds of our Saviour. He himſelf is the temple, 
even the Lord God, and the Lamb, and his nail- 
prints and pierced ice, are the everlaſting doors by 
whieh the true worſhippers enter, and by this door, 
by this new and living way, whoever enters in ſhall 
be ſaved. We are henceforward reckoned inhabi- 
tants of the rock, children of Zion, and ſuch as have 
a right to follow the Lamb there, or whitherſoever 
he goeth; and though we are not yet arrived in perſon 
among the virgins, who are actually there, nor have 
leave to quit. the world below, and lay down our 
_ Raves, and put off our ſandals, and dwell there in- 
tirely, and be ſeen here no more, yet are we there 
in ſpirit, and belong certainly thereto. We have, as 
it were, taken up our freedom, and are Chriſt's free- 
men; and as St. Paul ſays, citizens with the ſaints 
and with the houſhold of God, and no more ſtrangers 
and foreigners there. Ve are come to the city of the 
living God, the heavenly Jeruſalem, This city John 
fays, is the church, and ſhall come down with the 
Lamb in the laſt day, like a bride adorned and ready 
for the bridegroom. Among this number we are ad- 
mitted, and are become living ſtones in this build- 
ing; and though we are not yet removed, and put into 
our right place, to go no more out, yet are we built 
upon 898 the head corner ſtone, and a part of the 
houſe of God, We belong to the Jeruſaſem above, 
"= ; . as 
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as much as if we were there, nor can that church be 
perfect and compleat, till we are with them in body 
and foul. This heavenly Jeruſalem, has many of 
her living ſtones not yet gathered out of the earth, 
many of her members are ſtill in the world, and are 
grounded and fixed upon her rock, the rock of ages, 
and become one with him ; fo that we are numbered 
with the ſtones of this city, in the eyes of our Sa- 
viour, and we know eit, and the living God whoſe 
tabernacle is with men, dwells in us, and makes us 
his habitation and holy temple. | 
We are come alſo to an innumerable company of 
angels. When Jacob went out, God's hoſts his Ma- 
hanaim went out with him, and when Eliſha was on 
the mountain with his ſervant, and perſecuted by 
the King's army, a multitude of angels were their 
uards, the whole hill was filled with chariots of - 
Fe, and horſes of fire, To this day the heavenly 
hoſts miniſter to \the heirs of ſalvation, and en- 
camp round about us day and night, an innu- 
merable company attend the church mili ant, and 
no army of angels, no legion of ſeraphims do think 
it beneath them to wait round about our beds, or 
watch our way, fince A have ſeen how dear we 
are in the eyes of their Maker. They ſaw the tears 
he ſhed, the ſtreams of blood he ſpilt for us, they 
ſaw his griefs, his agonies, and were the eye-wits 

neſſes of all his ſufferings on our account. The 
heard his interceflion, his ſtrong cries and tears in 
our behalf, and muſt count it a favour and honour 
to nurſe or minifter to fouls, bought ſo dearly and 
loved with ſo great a love. If they were allowed 
to appear viſibly to us, and to converſe with us, 
their ſalutation would be daily like Gabriel's to the 

virgin, hail ! ye highly favoured ! for they know 
how highly efteemed we are by the Son of God our 
Sayiour, But though fo many of theſe miniſters are 


with 
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with us conſtantly, it is good that we do not ſpeak 
with them and ſee them, ſince it would be eaſy for 
us to put them in the ſtead of. our Saviour, and be 
leſs eager to enjoy himſelf. He ſpeaks with us, and 
is always near us, and can manifeſt his love, and 
make it ſurer to us, than if an angel had told us of 
it. An angel could only ſpeak to the ear, but he to 
the heart, and is better to us than all the angels in 
heaven; but yet a time ſhall come when the dan - 
ger of idolatry ſhall be over, and then we ſhall ſee 
the innumerable company, who now are our atten- 
gdants. They ſhall one day carry us to Abraham's 
boſom, and ſing us into our Father's houſe, Th 
fhall foon fee us upon the throne with our huſband, 
and be our fellows for eyermore, and the virgins 
that ſhall bear us company. 

Me are come to the general aſſembly, and church 
of the firſt- born, which are written in heaven That 
is to ſay to the one fold, to the one church of God, 
to the elect and bride of Jeſus, to the catholick or 
general aſſembly of the faithful, we are added to 
the goodly company of the prophets, to the noble 
army of martyrs, and in the family with the 
apoſtles of the Lamb, and all his diſciples and 
friends gathered out of all nations and lands, 
and which are properly his firſt-born ; that is, his 
-heirs, ſuch as have his Father for their Father, and 
his; God for their God, and whom he will not be 
aſhamed to call brethren. In the laſt day, in the 
harveſt, | when the angel ſhall preach the ever- 
laſting goſpel to all that dwell upon the eath, 
d, when a nation ſhall be born at once, and 
whoſoever calls upon the name of the Lord ſhall be 
Javed; then ſhall theſe who have believed in Chriſt 
now, and are his firſt-fruits in the earth, have the 
honour to be the. firſt-born amon g many brethren, 
As in the days of the law there was the ſeaſt of 
7 - 250 tne 
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the firſt- fruits, when all the firſt -ipe grapes, olive- 
berries, ears of corn, flowers, &c. were gathered 
and preſented to the Lord, ſo alſo was there a feaſt 
of harveſts, when all, was brought in ſafe out of the 
Held. Nowy the Lord takes one out of a city and 
twq out of, a family and bringeth them to Zion: he 
gathers in the firſt ripe fruits out of every land, and 
makes him little houſholds in the earth like a flock, 
and like an handful of corn, and theſe are his firſt- 
born, his choſen, the heirs and joint-heirs with their 
elder brother Jeſus; but there ſhall be alſo a “ har. 
yelt-day, WP Oe: aten ſhall flow to him, and he 
all divide the ſpoil with the ſtrong,” and have ah 
innumerable, hoſt for his inheritance, and when his 
ſeed ſhall be like the ſtars of heaven for multitude, 
and which no man can number, but even through 
eternity thoſe who in this day of grace came to the 
ord and partook of the communion of the ſaints, 
Wall be for ever bleſſed in being the firſt-born. ,_ 
IJ beſe are written in heaven, and in their happi- 
nels our Saviour would have his diſciples rejoice more 
than in having the devils and evil ſpirits ſubject to 
them, and being able to work miracles and do won- 
derful works.-He ſays, <* Rejoice not in this, but ra- 
ther rejoice that your names are written in heaven.“ 
8 was not their gifts that made them children of 


God, 'or proved to them the certainty of their fal- 
Vation; but the ſpirit of God who bore witneſs with 
their ſpirits, | that they were written down in the | 
amb's book of life. This is now our joy who be- 
Jieve in d eſus, we are perſuaded our names art graven 
on our Saviout's hands. He remembers the anguiſh 
Bis body and ſoul endured, when the iron pens 
Famped our names there, and this endears us to 
him and him to us. Let our names be here caſt 
;out as evil; let them be 108 down with dee 
bal W 
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and fools and mad-men; let our friends, our dear 
and neareſt relations be aſhamed to mention our 
names; let them be a by- word, and proverb of re- 
proach, for our Saviour and his, goſpel's ſake; let 
our enemies mock them, and the drunkard and per- 
ſecutors flander and reproach our names in their 
ſongs, and make ſport with them ; yet will we re- 
Joice and be glad, for they are precious in our Sa- 
viour's fight, and honoured. more than if written on 
the breaſt of Aaron, or borne on the, breaſt-plate of 
the high prieſt ; for the nails that tore the hands of 
the holy child Jeſus, engraved with the engraving of 
a ſignet our names there, what the church once fo 
heartily prayed for, “Set me as a ſeal upon thine 
heart, as a ſeal, upon thine arm,” we have obtained, 
and now our high-prieft the Son of God carries us 
graven upon his heart, and written upon the paln 
of his hands. Our names are written in heaven, ne 
will our loving, Lord and Maſter blot them out of 
his book of life, but confeſs them before his F ather, 
and in the preſence of the holy angels. 
We are come to God the Judge of all. We come 
guilty criminals, ſelf- condemned, and judged wor- 
thy of eternal miſery, but we are juſtified; the Judge 
of all the earth has quitted us, and now there is no 
condemnation for us. Who can lay any thing to our 
charge? * It is. God that juſtifies us ? Who, can con- 
demm us, itis Chrift that died for us,” and was Judged 
and ſentenced to death in our ſtead, that we might 
not be judged of the Lord ? there was a time when 
an aſſize was held in our own breaſts, when our fins 
and guilty conſcience cried againſt us, and we felt 
"the ſentence of death in ourſelves, the Lord ſet be- 
fore us in array and order, all what we had done 
- -amiſs, and wherein we had dealt wickedly ; and it 
Was as if his Tword was drawn to cut us off, _ 
en 
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ſend. us accurſed from his preſence, O how did out 
hearts tremble | and every lonely walk and field, 
every cloſet and ſecret. chamber were witneſſes to 
our ſighs and tears, We did not dare look up to 
heaven, but like the publican ſmote on our breaſts, 
and prayed, ** God be merciful to me a ſinner !“ 
Have pity upon the chief of ſinners ! What a ſight 
and ſenſe of ſin had we? Our ſpirits ſunk within 
us, and our hearts ached and failed with dread and 
fear. We ſtood like poor malefactors before their 
Judge, and guilty as robbers, thieves and murderers, 
and waited not knowing af we ſhould not be utterly 
rejected and baniſhed from the preſence of the 
Lord, and from the. glory of his power; when in 
this ſad eſtate Jeſus undertook for us, he led us to 
the fountain of his blood, and bid us look upon him 
and be ſaved. In his hands we ſaw our receipts, and 
in his body beheld all our fins and offences; in the 
red-ſea of his blood he waſhed us, and his bleed- 
ing wounds healed us, and on his account, and for 
his ſufferings ſake, are we forgiven and pardoned. 
In ile of all the earth has done right, for 
Jeſus had merited our pardon, paid our debts, can- 
celled our bonds, broke the engagements, diſſolved 
the old covenant, blotted out the hand- writing that 
was againſt us, and nailed it to his croſs, and for us 
ſuffered the heavy curſe and wrath, and endured our 
chaſtiſement death and hell. Now can we approach 
the judge of all boldly, and call him my Father 
and for this grace thank him, who once ſtood with 
his hands tyed, and in bonds at the bar of Pontius 
Pilate. He has burſt our bands aſunder, and caſt 
away our cords, ** he has preached deliverance to 
51 fehl Gl god ſaid, ary them and let them go. 
vai JET" JOTy be to thee ! u "$15 4 | 
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We are come to the ſpirits of juſt men made per- 
fett, and are complete in our Saviour, We are 
Without ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing, be- 
* Cauſe his blood has waſhed away our guilt, and the 
comelineſs which he has put upon us, has made us 
perfect before him. We ſtand before God happy and 

lefled in his righteouſneſs, and his holineſs makes 
us all glorious within, our cloathing is of that 
wrought old. We taſte and enjoy in part, that di- 
vine and piritual happineſs thoſe oſſeſs above, and 
are ſafe in their ſafety, and ſealed to the fame re- 
demption, only we are like children toiling in the 
held, or yet upon our journey, and they have enter- 
ed the ſabbath, and we arrived at the haven where 
Tf would be; they are fitting down at the ſupper 
of the Lamb, and eatihg* bread and drinking new 
wine in the kingdom ; but we are, one man's ſons, 
we are children of the ſame father, ſaved and adopt- 
ed into the ſame houſe and family, and ſhall furely 
be one day with them as they are with their Lord. 
_.. We ars come to Jeſus, we have found the Chrift, 
we have got the Saviour, the Mediator of the new 
coyenant ; he who made peace by the offering up of 
himſelf, and who has been our friend, interceded 
and prayed for us, and who has made with us a new 
covenant, having aboliſhed the old, and taken it out. 
of the way, becauſe it was againſt us. He is become 
our Saviour, our Brother, our Refuge, and has re- 
conciled us to God, and deſttoyed the enmity which 
relzned in our hearts, and kept us at a diſtance 

om our dear Creator. We have applied in our 
wetched condition to this loving Mediator, and 
he has.pitied us, ſtood by us, and obtained eternal 
life Fs us. We know the, Lamb, we are, hap ity 
equainted with the Mediator, we have venture 12 
is preſence, and truſted in his name, and have 
Kor, | found 


3 ] 

found him gracious and merciful, long- ſuſſering 
and of great — 1 N hs * 

We are come to the blood of ſprinkling whiek 
ſpeaks better things than that of Abel; When Cain' 
ſlew him, his bloed juſtly cried from the ground toe 
heaven for vengeance, but Jeſu's blood ſpeaks better 
things, though we have been his murderers. His! 
blood ſpeaks pardon for us in the throne above} 
and peace in the earth beneath. When men of- 
fered the blood of calves and lambs under the old 
law, the perſons for whom the facrifiees were made 
were not the better, their confciences remained 
unpurged, but the blood of Jeſus ſpeaks, it reaches 
the inmoſt heart, and ſpeaks peace, and love and 
mercy. It quiets the confeience and aſſures us of 
our being accepted in heaven. It is a witneſs that 
our ſins are done away. Let the old accuſer of the 
brethren accuſe us as he did Job, and let the former 
ſins cry againſt us, let the beam out of the timber, 
and the ſtone out of the walls of the houſes where 
we have committed fin, be witneſs againſt us; yea, lot 
the broken law and our own conference ery againſt 
us; yet this blood of Jeſus out- cries all, and ſilences 
the voice of the enemy and the avenger. This blood 
has already been our bath, and has waſhed- us from 
all our idols and from all our filthineſs, and fpeaks 
for us with almighty prevaleney before the Throne, 
and with unſpeakable- ſweetneſs it ſpeaks Within, 
Thy fins are forgiven.”  *My- peace'Þ give unto 
thee.” Some have fooliſhly thought to come to the 
blood of Jeſus was a little matter, and the firſt ſtep 
in chriſtianity, and have ſoared and aimed at ſome- 
what greater; but whoever' have come indeed to 
this blood, and known Jeſus Chriſt crucified, he 
caynotthink of higher matters, but reſolves bo know 
this alone, This the apoſtle mentiens laſt, as being 

0. | O 
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the higheſt and greateſt attainment of a chriſtian, 
This blood cleanſeth from all fin, that none can be 
holier than the ſoul waſhed therein; This blood of 
ſprinkling is tbe antitype of that on the Iſraelites 
door-poſts, that preſerved them from the deſtroying 
angel for a night, but this preſerves. from all de- 
ſropers, and frightens back ten thouſand devils; 
This is better than the blood which the high-prieſts 
of the law ſprinkled toward heaven ſeven times, 
with-which they beſmeared the people, their own 
cloaths, and the veſſels: of the temple, for that made 
nothing clean, and was only a ſhadow. of, this blood 
which.cleanſeth the heart from an evil conſcience, 

and ſeals to the day of redemption, | {., . ; . 
This is the river of the fountain of life, whoever 
dripks of it ſhall live for ever. This is the only brook, 
by the way, which can make him that drinks of it 
lift up his head. It is the wine that makes glad the 
eartof God and man. It is the only antitode againſt 
> poiſon of ſin, the only thing that can quench the 
raging paſſions. of ; luſt and pride, the only river 
that can extinguiſh the wrath and flames of hell. 
And we are come to this blood of ſprinkling, we 
have found this well of ſalvation, and here will we 
dwell. May this waſh us daily and momently. May 
this revive and comfort us when we are heavy and 
afflicted. 0 this refreſu us When we are weary, 
and beſprinkle all our words, thoughts and works, 
and make our Whole behaviour acceptable in the 
ſight of God. May this be ſeen upon our fore- 


beads living and dying, and ward off the deſtroyer. 
May this keep and preſerve us clean and white in 


body and ſoul, and in all times of danger, or 

when we do wrong, may this ſpeak for us alone 
better things than the blood of Abel. May it Purge 

Wy: all gloomineſs, guilt, darkneſs, and 50 
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ſion from our hearts, and momently ſpeak peace to. 
us, Let as many as have found this precious hlcod of 
the Lamb, this almighty blood of God our Saviour, 
continue in faith, and abide near the wounds and 
croſs of Chriſt. Jeſus, and they ſhall prove all this 
happineſs, and learn from a bleſſed experience to 
prize and eſteem the blood of ſprinkling here, a 
to praiſe it everlaſtingly in the church triumphant 
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